FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT

DOGS IN CRISPUS ATTUCKS PARK

Local residents are welcome to walk their dogs in Crispus Attucks Park.  However, please obey all posted signs and follow these rules so everyone can continue to enjoy the park.
· ALL dog owners MUST keep their dogs on-leash.  This is not just a CADC rule, it is DC law.
· Keep dogs in the part of the park designated for dog-walking.
· Pick up after your dog.  Other people use the park, including small children.
· Regular users should register their dogs (please note: registration does NOT confer permission to let dogs off leash in the park).  
Q:  Why can’t I have my dog off-leash?  If the park is technically private property, why does the DC leash law still apply?  

A:  Because there is no fence or barrier between the park and the surrounding public alleys, dogs off leash in the park are effectively off leash in public space.   Most dog owners would not bet that they have 100 percent voice control over their unrestrained dog, and there are many stimuli in and around the park (cats, squirrels, other dogs, people, etc.) that can cause dogs to temporarily tune out their owners.  But just as importantly, some neighbors are afraid of dogs, and having them off leash discourages these neighbors from using the park.  It also creates problems for some other dog owners.  For example, some dogs experience “leash aggression” and will become violent if an off-leash dog approaches them while they are being walked on a leash.  Altercations between leashed and unleashed dogs in and around the park are, unfortunately, not uncommon.

Q:  In which part(s) of the park am I allowed to take my dog?
A:  Currently, dogs are allowed only in the western side of the park (see map below).  However, this is NOT an area for off-leash dog play.  Dogs must remain on-leash in the park.
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Q:  Why should I register my dog?

A:  We want to make sure the park remains a resource for all residents.  Some fear that it will become a de-facto dog park.  Having dog owners register their dogs helps us monitor the number of dogs using the park, and also sends a signal that dog owners are an important part of the park community, and that we need them to support the park.

Q:  If I register my dog am I allowed to take my dog off leash in the park?
A:  No, absolutely not.  All dogs must be kept on leash at all times in the park (see further discussion below).
Q:  How is the money paid in dog registrations used?  How much does it cost to maintain the park?

A:  It costs about $10,000 per year to maintain Crispus Attucks Park (for water service, irrigation, maintenance, insurance, etc.), and about $1,000 of this is directly related to dogs in the park.  This includes the cost of Dogipot bags and the cost of reseeding each spring to repair damaged grass.  And this doesn’t include the value of labor donated by neighbors to empty the dog waste can each week.  We rely exclusively on private donations and volunteers to maintain the park.
Q: Why not just make the whole park off-limits to dogs? 
A:  Dog owners are part of our community too. And while it is true that the park currently has a problem with dog waste, it is also true that the dog owners are one of the largest groups of users of the park, and the vast majority are responsible people who do pick up after their dogs. Many also pick up trash they see in the park while they're at it.  But there are also some practical reasons that officially banning dogs from the park isn’t a great idea: (1) Enforcement: The Park Board believes that the chances of having a space free of dogs and dog waste are much greater if we also provide a place where dogs can go. It is much easier to ask a dog owner to please stay within the dog-friendly areas than it is to tell a dog owner that they are not welcome in the park; and (2) Safety: Dog owners serve as the year-round "eyes and ears" of the park, because dogs always need walking, even when many humans would rather avoid the cold or heat or rain. It is a principle of urban design that a well-used space is a safe space. The more the park gets used – including by responsible dog owners – the safer a place it is for all of us. 
Q: Why do we need an area that's completely off-limits to dogs? 
A:  The presence of dog waste in the park makes many activities -- including possible planned activities such as movie nights or other community gatherings -- unattractive to many. Many parents, especially those with young children, are concerned that the waste (and even its residue after it's removed) spreads disease. Based on input from the community -- in particular those living directly on the park -- it was decided that the best chance of eliminating dog waste from a part of the park was to make a portion of the park off-limits to dogs.  
Q:  I would like to walk my dog through the entire length of the park, but the current arrangement makes this impossible.  Also, doesn’t allowing dogs only on one relatively short and wide section of the park actually promote  a “dog park” type of use (i.e., off-leash dog play) in that space? 
A:  It is true that the current arrangement does seem to promote this kind of use, even though the signs indicate the contrary.  If there is enough interest in and agreement about an alternative arrangement, we can revisit this layout.  In the mean time, we should all do the best we can to enforce the current rules.

Q:  If the “Great Lawn” is meant as a place for kids to play, why are dogs allowed on it?  
The Great Lawn is a multipurpose area, meant to accommodate a limited amount of active play, and, yes, also people hanging out with their leashed dogs.  It is no different from other urban green spaces that are meant for human use but which also allow dogs.  However, for people concerned about residue from dog waste, there is additional lawn area to the east of the Great Lawn that is completely off-limits to dogs.  This area is often used by parents of young children who might be more concerned about dog waste in the park.

Q:  Why can't we just allow dogs off-leash at certain hours, for example in early morning hours when children aren't around? 
A:  DC law requires dogs to be leashed on public property. While the park is private property, the alleys surrounding the park are public property, and the park is not fenced to contain dogs that are off leash. The Park Board simply cannot take the legal risk of instituting an official rule that is potentially at odds with DC law and that could create a liability for the board.
Q: The park is so large. Why can’t it accommodate a small fenced dog run? 

A:  The possibility of having a small fenced dog run in the park has been raised numerous times with the community, with the homeowners around the park, and with the Park Board in particular, and has been met with strong opposition for a variety of reasons.  As with any proposed amenity for the park (whether a tot lot, a dog run, or something else), the concerns of the people who live directly adjacent to the park must be weighed very heavily, because they will be affected most directly and materially. In the case of a dog run, support from neighborhood dog owners (which was not broad; many found a small dog run useless for their large-breed dogs) could not overcome the legitimate concerns of homeowners.  Also, from its beginnings CADC has seen children as one of the primary constituencies of the park, and dedicating a section of the park for the exclusive use of dogs was seen as running counter to the park’s mission, as specified in its bylaws.
Q:  The “living fence” you planted in the middle of the park to separate the “dogs okay” side from the “no dogs allowed” doesn’t leave adequate lawn space to play (football/Frisbee/etc.).  
The turf on the "Great Lawn" is not designed for sustained active use by adults, as athletic fields are.  The size of the Great Lawn was designed to be an adequate size for younger children and for a limited amount of active adult use.  It is by design too small for, say, an all-adult touch football tournament, because the lawn cannot support that kind of activity.
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